
Tamu Green Wall Project – by Andrew Kirkpatrick 

 

 Recently in the Greenhouses, the students of Hort. 485 proceeded in planting multiple 

plants for the newly obtained green-wall that is expected to be installed in early 2014. The 

process of planting these new plants involved cutting up larger plants into smaller stems that 

could be placed into small pouches. In order to maximize growth a catalyst or roots stimulate 

was coated on the base of each plant and was trimmed appropriately. Once it was all said and 

done about six different sets of plants were created with each set holding close to 72 individual 

plants.  From there these plants were then placed in the green-roof where they will be used later 

next year. 

 On top of transferring plants to the smaller pouches the class also transferred some larger 

plants into new pots in hope of also using these plants for the new green-wall. The new green-

wall, where these plants will be planted will allow for a large amount of customization and 

stability. The hope is to eventually have a variety of different plants and sizes in the green-wall. 

We also received our first view of the new green-wall with an already setup segment being 

brought in. Much of the modification for the plants will come by cutting the plastic on the front 

faces as seen below. In theory each segment of the green wall could hold anywhere from 16 

plants up to 48 plants.  

     

To conclude the semester for Horticulture 485, the class started the installation process 

for the new green-wall. The process had its fair share of challenges but in the end good progress 



was made in starting the new wall. At the end of the day 3 sets of rods were installed in the wall 

where the 25 plant segments will be placed. 

The rods were installed by first using a drill with a concrete proof drill bit to drill a 2-3 

inch hole in the wall. From there the rod was placed against the wall and was balanced before 

screwing in three different screws of equal distance for maximum support. Each segment took 

quite a bit of time mainly due to the large amount of drilling that was required. Drilling 2-3 

inches deep into concrete takes some effort and making sure each rod was equally spaced and 

balanced can be tedious. Proper fit was confirmed by using one of the already setup modules 

which was placed between a set of two rods as shown below.  

The rest of this green-wall should be completed next semester where the wall should be 

able to hold up to 25 modules. With up to 48 plants in each module, the whole wall could hold 

up to 1000 plants in total and will allow for a good comparison to the other two already existing 

walls. This wall looks especially promising due to the tilt of each module which will allow for 

better support of soil and moisture.     

 

     


